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Do You See What I see?

    the photo that makes you gaze a little longer,
question your own eyes, makes you wonder if you’re
missing something – that’s what we included in this issue.
    We review hundreds of images each year, and while
we’re usually looking for something that’s striking
enough to stop us in our tracks because it’s so colorful
or so unusual, every so often we stop for a different
reason – we’re not sure what we’re looking at. Is there a
bird in the picture? A mammal? what are we missing? and
then, boom, it hits us and the picture comes to life. A
fleck of glint in the animal’s eye, or the outline of a
figure appears against the background – something gave
it away. the adaptations wildlife have that allow them
to catch prey or avoid being prey are fascinating and
make for amazing images.
    As you flip through the pages of our 2019 photo issue,
“Nature’s camouflage,” we hope you will take the
challenge of finding what’s hidden and ask the person
sitting next to you, “Do you see what I see?”

Editors
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    The theme of this 2019 photo issue is “Nature’s
Camouflage,” and these photos illustrate how well wildlife
adapt to their environment. Some species merely blend in
and some exhibit colors and patterns that match their sur-
roundings precisely. 
    And while camouflage is a good attribute if you’re
predator or prey, it’s not always desired. Unfortunately, the
state of Kansas sometimes seems hidden under a camou-
flage blanket of perception.
    We’ve all heard comments that “Kansas is flat and
boring,” or “Kansas is wheat fields and wind,” or worse,
“Kansas is home to Dorothy and tornadoes.” And while
Kansas has elements of each of those stereotypes, there is
so much more.
    The Great Plains region of western Kansas is mostly
flat, but while gazing across the shortgrass prairie in north-
western Kansas, it’s hard not to be inspired by the view
and beauty. On a clear day, you can see for miles and the
sunsets are unmatched. But just when you think it’s the
flattest country you’ve ever seen, something catches your
eye: amazing Niobrara chalk formations, created by an
ancient ocean, spiral up in amazing white towers. If you’ve
never seen them, make plans to visit our newest state park
when it opens later this year. A visit to Little Jerusalem
Badlands State Park in Logan County should be on your
bucket list. It completely dispels the idea that the Kansas
landscape is featureless and boring.
    There are many other noteworthy Kansas landscapes
that must be seen to be appreciated, including the Red
Hills of southcentral Kansas, the Smoky Hills in northcen-
tral Kansas and the Osage Questas of southeastern Kansas.
And even life-long Kansans may not know that the Ozarks
reach into far southeastern Kansas.

    And then there is the Flint Hills region. This amazing
tallgrass prairie landscape covers an area 93 miles wide
and 150 miles long, starting near Manhattan and running
south to the Oklahoma border. Tallgrass prairie once cov-
ered more than 170 million acres in North America, from
Indiana to Kansas and from Canada to north Texas. Today
only 4 percent of that tallgrass prairie remains, and the
Flint Hills comprises two-thirds of that. A shallow layer of
flinty limestone has prevented this mostly private land
from being broken out, and the native prairie has been
well managed by Kansas cattle ranchers. 
    For those who love prairie, the view of rolling hills
waving with native grass for as far as the eye can see is sat-
isfying, and those views are common along the Flint Hills
Scenic Byway, Highway 177 from Council Grove to
Cassoday. Along this route, a closer look is easy with a
visit to the Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve, between
Strong City and Council Grove.
    A more intimate Flint Hills experience is free for
anyone at the Flint Hills Trail State Park. The trail, which
spans from Osawatomie to Herington and is the longest in
Kansas at 117 miles, can be hiked, biked or traversed on
horseback. It provides fantastic views of the Flint Hills, as
well as historical stops at many communities connected
along the abandoned Missouri Pacific Railroad corridor.
    And there is so much more to Kansas we’d love to
uncover, not the least of which is our friendly and hos-
pitable people. But like anything hidden under a layer of
camouflage, finding the truth requires a closer look.
Enjoy closer looks of the wildlife in this issue, and make
a New Year’s resolution this year to look closer at the
beauty of our state often hidden under the camouflage of
perception.

Camouflaged by Perception
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with Mike Miller
Backlash See Me Not

    While selecting photos for this issue, I thought about
how I’ve tried to blend in to my surroundings over the years.
When I first started hunting, I was more concerned with
clothes that kept me warm, and in those days, there weren’t
many camouflage options available. However, that has
changed, and today we have dozens of camouflage types to
consider, and “new and improved” patterns are unveiled
each year.
    My first camouflage consisted of un-insulated pants and
jacket, which I assumed were Vietnam-war era fatigues, pur-
chased from a military surplus store. Granddad, who valued a
good deal more than anyone, found and bought them for me.
And while they were inexpensive, they lasted through a
number of hunting seasons. Designed to hide soldiers in the
jungle, the pattern probably didn’t blend in very well with the
southcentral Kansas landscape. But I wore them proudly
because Granddad gave them to me and because I felt less
obvious.
    Blending in, or at least believing you blend in, is important
to a hunter’s confidence. I’ll never forget my first muzzle-
loader deer hunt. I had been bowhunting exclusively for sev-
eral years when a friend loaned me a Hawken-style
muzzleloader and invited me to hunt with him. During a
firearm deer season, deer hunters must wear a blaze orange
hat and vest. Donning these two pieces of attire over my cam-
ouflage clothing seemed unnatural. I remember feeling like a
dimly lit orange light bulb as I trudged to a stand in the pre-
dawn light. I knew the orange I was wearing likely appeared a
dull gray to deer, but I remember thinking every deer within a
half-mile was watching me.
    Over the next couple of days, I learned that I could easily
hide from deer wearing orange and had several close encoun-
ters. The highlight was watching a bobcat stroll just yards in
front of me as I stalked, on hands and knees, a buck bedded
at the head of a draw. I didn’t move a muscle and the bobcat
never acknowledged me. 
    So while I know better, I still admire and purchase the
latest camouflage patterns, hoping to be invisible while
hunting. Patterns available to hunters have evolved from
crude leaf shapes on a light green background to photo-real-
istic, 3-D images of trees, limbs, grasses and leaves. I espe-
cially like the marsh grass waterfowl camouflage, even though
while wearing it head to toe, ducks have flared when I failed
to build a decent blind or turned my face to the sky at the
wrong time. 
    The real secret to not being seen is using cover to your
advantage, being quiet and holding still. Turkeys and water-
fowl have sharp vision and see color better than mammals,
but I’ve had turkeys approach within yards while I was

wearing street clothes but holding absolutely still. And
building a blind that blends with the shoreline vegetation is
more important to fooling waterfowl than having the latest
marsh camouflage. Still, I’m attracted to the new patterns. I
even have a gun covered in marsh grass camouflage. It looks
pretty cool, but I’ve had trouble locating it a time or two when
I laid it down in corn stubble. 
    No matter what we do, humans can’t compete with wildlife
when it comes to blending in. Some species have amazing
feather, fur or scale patterns that blend in perfectly, but all
can hold statue-still when they sense danger or are waiting for
prey. So I guess the moral of this story is to buy comfortable
clothing that keeps you dry and warm, and if it makes you
more confident in the field, buy the latest camouflage pattern.
Above all, learn from the game species we pursue, use the sur-
rounding cover, be patient, quiet and keep still.
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Pink-spotted
hawk Moth
Bob Gress
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Resting Coyotes
Tony Pianalto

Copperhead
Snake
Zack Cordes
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Coyote and
greater
Prairie
Chicken
Karole Erikson

Brown
Creeper
Bob Gress

JF 19 Magazine.qxp_KDWP Magazine  1/14/19  9:38 AM  Page 6



Wildlife & Parks | 7

Killdeer Nest
Tony Pianalto
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Peregrine Falcon
nestlings

Danny Brown
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Prairie
Voles
Bob Gress

Great-
horned

Owl
Jay Miller

JF 19 Magazine.qxp_KDWP Magazine  1/14/19  9:38 AM  Page 9



10 | Wildlife & Parks

JF 19 Magazine.qxp_KDWP Magazine  1/14/19  9:39 AM  Page 10



Wildlife & Parks | 11

Ring-necked
Pheasant
Tony Pianalto

JF 19 Magazine.qxp_KDWP Magazine  1/14/19  9:39 AM  Page 11



12 | Wildlife & Parks

White-tailed Deer Fawn
Tony Pianalto
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Raccoon
David Butel
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Hoary Bat
Bob Gress
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LEast
tern
Bob Gress

Mississippi
Kite

Karole Erikson
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Blinded Sphinx 
Moth Larva

Gail Huddle

Eastern
Screech Owl
Bob Gress
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Northern
Hogsucker

Ryan Waters

Black Swallowtail
Butterfly Chrysalis
Bob Gress
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Longnose Gar
Isaac Szabo/Engbertson

Underwater Photography
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Cope’s Gray
Treefrog

Bob Gress

Greater
Prairie Chicken
Karole Erikson
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Prairie Rattlesnake
Judd Patterson
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Wild Turkey With poults
Tony Pianalto
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Diamond-backed
Water Snake

Jay Miller
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Ruby-throated
Hummingbird

Karole Erikson

Bullfrog
Danny Brown
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American Bittern
Bob Gress
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Great-Horned
Owlet
Danny Brown

Bobcat
Tony Pianalto
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Texas Horned Lizard
Bob Gress
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Fox Squirrel
Tony Pianalto

Ringed Crayfish
Engbertson Underwater Photography
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Common
Poorwill
Bob Gress
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WalkingStick
Bob Gress

Common Nighthawk Egg
Judd Patterson
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Gail Huddle
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Immature Oriole
Karole Erikson
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Eastern
Screech
Owl
Bob Gress
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Ring-necked Pheasant Hen
Bob Gress

White-tailed Buck 
Tony Pianalto
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Landscapes

Nick Swallow
Starry Night

Kieren Shultz
Lake View

Kylie Rankin
Mossy Trunk
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YOUTH

1
2

3

outdoor
recreation

Tyler Trecek
Riders at Sunset

Johanna Walker
Let’s Play Ball

John Walker
Draw Your Bows
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other
species

Danielle Gold
Eastern Collared Lizard Michaela Gold

Orange Bluet

Maggie Sanders
Tiger Swallowtail
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YOUTH

1

2

3
wildlife

Michaela Gold
Ruby-throated Hummingbird

Jenna Thompson
White-faced Ibis

Danielle Gold
Western Kingbird
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& Fishing

Andon Soukup
Turkey Time

Isaac Shultz
Out Fishing
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adult
1

2

3

Landscapes
Jeremy Black

Supercell

Robert Dilla
Mushroom Rock Milky Way

Michael Frost
Cedar Bluff
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outdoor
recreation

Christine Gold
Catching Butterflies

Christine Gold
Exploration

Luis Felipe B. B. Feitoza
Shooting Day

JF 19 Magazine.qxp_KDWP Magazine  1/14/19  9:43 AM  Page 42



Wildlife & Parks | 43

adult
1

2

3

other
species

Luis Felipe B. B. Feitoza
Bullfrog

Forrest Fee
Painted Beauty

Charles Gibson
Common Garter Snake
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Matt Wastler
Prothonotary Warbler

Joe Lucas
Prairie Dog

Jay Stockhaus
Fox Kit
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adult
1

2

3

hunting
& Fishing

Brad Schlegel
Fishing The Point

Renae Goetz
Winter Hunt

Brad Schlegel
Foggy Morning Fishing
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